THE DECLINE OF THE MIDDLE AGES
rumours were revived, almost certainly by Richard's initiative,
that Edward IV himself had been illegitimate and that he,
Richard, Duke of Gloucester, alone had a true claim to the
throne. At the same time another rumour was started that the
marriage of Edward with Elizabeth Woodville had not been
canonical on account of her previous engagement to another, so
that in any case little Edward V could not be the true King.
A petition was got up—a Parliament had been summoned—
that Richard should take the throne as his right. He seized
Westminster Abbey on June 26, 1483, four days after the date
on which he had promised that ids little nephew should be
crowned, and on July 6 he himself was crowned, under the
title of Richard III.
His two boy nephews, Edward V and his little brother,
Richard, were imprisoned in the Tower. Whether they were
murdered or no, or whether, if one were murdered, the other
escaped, will never be certainly known. It seems to have been
generally believed by contemporaries that Richard had had them
both killed. Two hundred years later the skeletons of two lads
of about such an age were found under a staircase in the Tower
.during some repairs that were being made, and that is the only
doubtful evidence we have at our disposal. At any rate, they
disappeared.
There is no doubt that a very strong animosity against Richard
had arisen, outside London at least, from the moment of his
accession. How widespread it was we cannot now tell, for after
the fall of the Plantagenets the whole weight of government
influence was used for generations to represent Richard as
especially monstrous, and as a tyrant detested by the English
people. This he certainly was not; the English people would at
any rate have preferred a Plantagenet to a man of base origin
and an upstart such as was this Henry Tudor, the only Lan-
castrian claimant in the field; but if there was no positive force
in favour of Henry Tudor's schemes there was a strong negative
force in the anger which Richard had aroused by his seizure of
the throne and the disappearance of the two Princes.
Henry Tudor's First Effort. Henry Tudor's first effort
was made in 1484. There was a rising in the south against
Richard, Henry was proclaimed at Exeter, but the movement
failed, and though the young man had just touched at Plymouth,
he fled back again to Brittany in January 1484. Richard sought

